
 
 

 



 
“How to invest in the Mexican, Riviera Maya 

post-lockdown” 

 
 

 

Introduction  

Hola! Congratulations, you are just a few steps away from expanding your Real Estate 

portfolio. What a better place than in The Mexican Riviera Maya? Regardless if this is your 

first investment on Real Estate or not you will see that Tulum or Playa del Carmen is a great 

place to have a vacation home, and is a great place that you can create a decent extra income 

by putting your apt/house for rent. As you already know, Real Estate is all about location, 

location & location. Thanks to the amazing location that we have in the south of Mexico, your 

family and future guest will enjoy of traditions, Cozumel, Isla Mujeres, Cancun, Bacalar, 

amazing ruins and pyramids, white sand beaches, great weather, the amount of international 

tourist, Pueblos Magicos, Xcaret, Cenotes, Merida, water sports, fishing, sailing, amazing 

food, quick flights to main cities in the USA, Canada, and Europe, etc I have to say, no many 



places in the world have such a great diversity of attractions. This is why, investing in the 

Tulum or Playa del Carmen is a win win. It’s like investing in Cancun 20 years ago! 

 

Is This a Good Time to Invest in Real Estate?  

So you were very excited to start looking for the perfect place to retire in the Mexican, 

Riviera Maya or perhaps you were looking to invest some extra cash and get a pretty 

decent return of investment. But guess what?! Coronavirus came into the picture and 

started to ruin everything and everyone! My prayers are with all those people losing 

family members. I am scared too, but we need to keep positive and strong! I am a firm 

believer in energy and a good mental attitude. More than the virus I think it will create 

more damage to the human’s mental health. The world won’t be the same as we know it 

and perhaps is not that bad. I have a big hope that this will be a learning lesson for 

humanity, that we can start thinking more about each other, our families, appreciate 

nature and respect the world that we live in. Enjoy your family, love your family!  

At this point, you already realized that your bank is not giving you much right now, in 

fact, a lot of market investors are losing a lot of money in stocks. History has proven that 

one of the best ways to invest your money is in Real Estate even in times of crisis. But 

not all Real Estate is equal, you need to make sure that you are investing in the right 

property, at the right location and must important at the right time. The time is NOW! 

This is why I created the Ultimate Guide “How to invest in the Mexican, Riviera 

Maya after a world crisis” 

 

“DON’T WAIT TO BUY REAL ESTATE... BUY REAL ESTATE AND WAIT!” 



 

Chapter 1  

Why invest in the Riviera Maya? I  

Unfortunately, COVID19 is a new reality. Something that I know for sure is that the 

world will recover. Imagine this; the whole world has been in quarantine (or more than 

that)! Little by little people will start traveling again, thank God the vaccine is getting 

distributed even in  Mexico! We all miss being outdoors, running, swimming in the 

warm fresh ocean and hiking, having a great time with family and friends celebrating 

life! The Coronavirus won’t be forever! Crisis also brings new opportunities for those 

who are smart enough to not panic and see this as an opportunity. Warren Buffet said 

that "The real opportunity on Real Estate is not when you sell.. It's when 

you buy it!" In other words, buy cheap and sell high. That is smart investing!  

A lot of developers are lowering their prices, this is the perfect time to invest, before 



everything goes back to normal and the prices start going up again. Mexico and the 

Riviera Maya in specific have a lot of great things to offer not just to Mexicans but to the 

whole world! Mexico was from position # 10th most visited country in the world to be 

the #3th in November 2020! According to FORBES, With more than 81% yearly 

occupancy. 

 

https://www-forbes-com-mx.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.forbes.com.mx/actualidad-mexico-tercer-lugar-mundial-recepcion-turistas/amp/?fbclid=IwAR2olce_A6cPf-sNZZgMUeoMhtW-xMCM2ZD_QG4GCLsOYWQGRyOPlIi1FYs


 

Secretaria de Turismo 

 In the Mexican Riviera Maya, a lot of developers are offering great deals right now. 

They are lowering their prices by up to 30%! Even better if you invest on Pre-Sale or 

during the construction phase. Remember after all this situation is over, the turquoise 

ocean and beautiful beaches will continue being here waiting for you with open arms! 

The Riviera Maya has a lot of tourism hot-spots like Playa del Carmen, 

Cancun, Isla Mujeres, Cozumel, Tulum, Puerto Aventuras, etc. Offering an exciting mix            

of activities, shopping, dining, ruins (take a look of the best Mayan Ruins in the Riviera                

Maya here!), culture, food and The Best Theme Park in the world.. Xcaret!  



 

 

Tren Maya: The Tren Maya is a railroad complex that will cover 1,460 km in the whole 

peninsula. It will connect to a lot of cities and destinations. It will be easy access for 

more tourists. Imagine how much you will be able to discover from the Mayan culture! 

It will connect many states in the south of Mexico. Going through the main attractions. 

It will be easier for you to see other states and its Magic Towns (Pueblos Magicos) 

https://www.visitmexico.com/en/types-of-tourism-in-mexico/pueblos-magicos-magical-towns


 

 

 

The new TULUM International Airport is coming! 

President Lopez Obrador announced the construction of the International airport in 

Tulum in 2023 Soon you won't struggle with the 1:45min ride from Cancun Airport to 

Tulum. From your hometown to your backyard in Tulum in no time! That also will 

attract more tourism in this area and your apartment for Rent. 

Did you know that you don’t even need to be here physically, in order to invest in the 

Riviera Maya? You can invest in a Mexican property from your living room! A lot of 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimdobson/2020/10/07/tulum-mexico-will-get-a-new-luxury-airport-in-2023/?fbclid=IwAR0HqHbdERI6m-GXZb7lS2eIBs9wdgoxoGo_42CJID8vLx1LMN0hj0aGupQ&sh=6527fa773f36
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimdobson/2020/10/07/tulum-mexico-will-get-a-new-luxury-airport-in-2023/?fbclid=IwAR0HqHbdERI6m-GXZb7lS2eIBs9wdgoxoGo_42CJID8vLx1LMN0hj0aGupQ&sh=6527fa773f36


developers are selling units even before the construction starts, but we’ll talk about it 

later on. At  LIVE THE TULUM DREAM we can help you find the right place for you 

step by step. Every week I create new YouTube Videos with tips and the process of 

purchasing a property in Mexico as a foreigner. See some of my videos here Don’t forget 

to subscribe =) 

Meanwhile there are a few more reasons why invest in Real Estate now. 

Chapter 2  

Why invest in Real Estate after lockdown 2020 

- Low Taxes: Mexico has exceedingly low property taxes, making real estate 

investment affordable from a tax perspective at virtually any price point. 

Property Taxes in Mexico are around 2% of your property total value. Less 

than in a lot of other countries! 

- The Best Destination in Mexico and Latin America: More than 70% of dollars 

in Mexico are spent in the Riviera Maya, and the best place to invest in the whole of 

Mexico. The Riviera Maya is one of the few places in Mexico that the dollar is the second 

currency after the Mexican peso.. Meaning that you will create dollars while spending in 

pesos! I will explain more about this a little bit later.  

- Easy to Access: In normal days there are hundreds of flights coming in and out of 

the Cancun airport from destinations like Canada, USA, Europe, south and central 

America  

- Huge Annual Occupancy Rates: 10 months out of the whole year are considered 

high season. That's a lot in cooperation with other tourist areas.  

- Great ROI: Based on the point above the ROI or Return of Investment is around 

7-12% a year plus capital gain. Riviera Maya Real Estate will never depreciate. This 

2021 we will bake occupancy records on Airbnb and Hotels because we are one of 

few locations that remain open after the first lockdown. Why? Because the 

government of Quintana Roo was very strict from the beginning. In the Riviera 

https://livethetulumdream.com/videos-riviera-maya/


Maya we know that we live from tourism, that’s why we followed all rules and 

restrictions from the beginning. We got the COVID safety certification before 

anyone else. There is more work to be done and we are still following the safety 

codes, this is not done yet but we are getting there.  

- The Best Theme Parks in The world: In 2019 Xcaret was named The Best park in 

The world, even better than World Disney!  

- Low cost of living: This is why we have a lot of Expats from other countries living 

permanently here. Your retirement monthly check, triples here! More than 48 

nationalities are present in this area making it very cosmopolitan and diverse.  

- International Events: Every year we host amazing events like Golf tournaments, 

water sports competitions, sports, concerts, music festivals, fashion shows etc. 

 

- Some of the best beaches in the world: The Mexican Caribbean has some of the 

most beautiful water and beaches in the world. Thanks to the calm waves, white sand, 

and turquoise warm water.  

- Great shopping and dining: We have a lot of great restaurants with international 

cuisine and the best brands for shopping.  

- Modern living: the Riviera Maya is always improving, with a great Airport, soon the 

Tren Maya, great security and highway system and easy transportation to Tulum, 

Merida, Bacalar, etc.. 

https://www.xcaret.com/en/buy-my-ticket/?langRedirect=1


 

 

According to LiveScience.com In one experiment, study participants were shown 

photographs of ocean views, green fields or cities, and asked how much they were 

willing to pay for a hotel room with each of those views. People were willing to pay more 

for the room with an ocean view, the results showed.  

When you put a person in a beach environment, "It's not going to be any great surprise 

to you that people relax," said study researcher Mathew White, an environmental 

psychologist at Exeter. The question, he said, is how many people experience such 

health effects, and how much they impact people's health.  

White and colleagues have also looked at census data in England to see how living near a 

coast affects people's health. They found that people who lived closer to the coast 

reported better health.  



It's possible that the people living closest to the coast are simply wealthier and have 

better access to health care. But the study found that the health benefits of ocean 

proximity were greatest for socioeconomically deprived communities.  

The researchers also looked at the effect of moving near a coast. Moving closer to the sea 

"significantly improves people's well-being," White said — by about a tenth as much as 

finding a new job. The seaside environment may reduce stress and encourage physical 

activity, he added. The researchers are now doing lab experiments to study the 

physiological benefits of coastal life. In the experiments, people in stressful situations, 

such as dental surgery, look at either a virtual beach, or the dental room. The trial is 

ongoing, but early studies suggest people report feeling less pain when immersed in a 

beach setting.  

These are just a few reasons why the Riviera Maya is a great option for you to Invest, 

today! 

 

 

It is safe to live in Mexico?  



Absolutely! I grew up in Mexico city, then I moved and lived in NYC for 16 years, after 

that we traveled the world for more than a year non stop, living in places like Thailand, 

Vietnam, etc. I’ve seen and feel what's to live in different places around the world and I 

can tell you that the Riviera Maya is not a dangerous place to live. It is proved that cities 

like NYC, Miami, Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia, Atlanta and many others are way 

more dangerous than Cancun or PDC. Obviously the bigger the city, the higher crime 

rate per capita.  

 

Chapter 3  

Can a foreigner buy a property in Mexico?  

In fact, buying property in Mexico for foreigners has only been possible since the 

Foreign Investment Law that was passed in 1973. ... Foreigners are now allowed to buy 

property in the restricted areas (50 miles from any border or coastline)  but only 

indirectly through a 'Fideicomiso'  

Mexico’s economy is growing steadily despite COVID. In particular, the already huge 

tourism sector keeps growing, thanks to Mexico’s attractive mix of white sand 

beaches, indigenous heritage, iconic cities and much more. As such, there are many 

ways to take advantage of this opportunity, especially through investments in property 

like in restaurants, hotels or by buying your own house to live and retire in Mexico. 

But buying property in Mexico comes with certain restrictions and special 

requirements. Therefore, we want to give you an insight on how to go through the 

process without any problems.  

Thanks to the fideicomiso trust, foreigners can also buy property in the ‘Restricted 

Zone’. 



 

 

 

The History of Buying Property in Mexico  

Buying property as a foreigner in Mexico hasn’t always been simple and in the Mexican 

Constitution of 1917, it was made law that only Mexicans were allowed to be landowners. 

In fact, buying property in Mexico for foreigners has only been possible since the 

Foreign Investment Law that was passed in 1973. The law permits foreigners to acquire 

property in Mexico, as long as it is located outside of the so-called ‘Restricted Zones’, 

which include any land within 100 kilometres of foreign borders or within 50 kilometres 

of the sea, as an attempt to prevent foreign invasion. As a consequence, this law largely 

prevented development in those zones and, subsequently, was modified in 1993 by the 

Mexican government. Foreigners are now allowed to buy property in the restricted areas 

but only indirectly through a ‘Fideicomiso’ or trust agreement between the buyer and a 

Mexican Trust Bank.  

How Does the Fideicomiso Trust Work when Buying Property in Mexico?  

Mexican trust banks are authorised by the Mexican Government to carry out the 

acquisition of properties located in the restricted zone. The respective bank owns the 

land and acts on behalf of the foreign buyer. Nevertheless, the purchaser holds all rights 

and responsibilities of selling, leasing, mortgaging and entrusting the property. 

Furthermore, it is possible to transfer the trust to another foreign buyer. The bank is the 

holder of the trust deed and is responsible to check if the property is free of liens or any 



claims to the property. This trust remains valid for 50 years and can be renewed at any 

time for another 50 years. In the case that the purchaser should miss out on renewing 

the trust, they have a further period of 10 years to do it.  

On the contrary, Mexican corporations which are 100% foreign-owned can own 

properties in restricted areas without a trust. But if the property is intended to be used 

for commercial purposes, there are more requirements and restrictions that come into 

play, such as higher rates for water, electricity and more, making it less advantageous 

than buying it through a Fideicomiso Trust.  

This allowed foreigners to purchase Real Estate anywhere in the country. The only 

restrictions being border and coastal land. That is to say, both 100 km of international 

borders or within 50 km of the coast. In 1993, the law amended to allow for sale within 

restricted areas through a fideicomiso. To clarify, fideicomiso is a trust agreement 

established with a Mexican bank. There are many benefits to a Fideicomiso. One of 

them is that it works like a will. In the deed, you designate beneficiaries who inherit 

the trust upon your death by presenting a death certificate and a simple letter. Another 

benefit is that nobody can put a lien on your lot, simply because it is not in your name, 

so your legal/economic issues won’t affect the property. But the biggest advantage is 

that, if the property qualifies and the trustee gets resident status, at the time of sale, 

the seller (trustee) can exempt 100% of the ISR tax (capital gains) up to a selling 

price of $3,800,000 MXN. 

 

When purchasing property in Mexico, all relevant documents should be verified by 

your lawyer or notary.  

*Info thanks to BizLatinHub 



 

Chapter 4  

What kind of use are you are going to give to your property  

In Mexico you can buy land, commercial estate, houses or condos. For the purpose of 

this book we are going to focus on condominiums.  

A) Buy an apartment to live in;  

Now first you need to figure out what is your next real estate for, here we have two types 

of business models, the first is for people who want to be part of this paradise and want 

to Retire in the Riviera Maya and live in Mexico. The Riviera Maya offers a lot of 

benefits for Expats who are looking to live here since it is pretty affordable if you are 

coming from Canada, USA or Europe. Think about this.. What can you afford to buy in 

your country with $100,000 USD? What would be the location? It’s going to be near the 

turquoise ocean? Near to a Cenote or Ruins? See here the Best Ruins in the Riviera                

Maya. Also consider the cost of living in the USA, Canada or Europe versus the cost of                 

living in Mexico, like for example Medical costs or rent.  



B) Invest in an apartment as a business to create an extra income The 

other business model is to invest in a vacation property where you can come and visit a 

few times a year but while you are not physically here you can rent it out on Airbnb or 

find a Management company that can find renters for you and keep it ready. The main 

reason will be to expand your RE portfolio People who are only interested in having an 

excellent capital gain value over time ... for them there are housing units with amenities 

in strategic areas that can generate more income. Most of the rents are in dollars in 

Tulum and Playa del Carmen, meaning you will be making dollars in Mexico which is a 

pretty good deal by itself.  

This is excellent for people who want to use a credit loan since the loan will be paid by 

itself.  

Whichever investment model you choose, you can find condos staring at just $ 99,000 

USD See what you can get in Mexico with just $99K USD. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5  

What exactly is ROI and how it works  



ROI is the Return of Investment that your property will generate for you. The idea is to 

make your apartment a passive money maker machine when you are not in your 

apartment. Thanks to Airbnb now people want to feel like locals when they are 

vacationing. They want to stay in an apartment because you have more privacy but 

having almost the same amenities than a hotel. For example gym, pool on the rooftop, 

bar, yoga, etc.. Also because it's cheaper than staying in a hotel.  

There are two ways to rent your apartment; long term meaning 6 months or one year at 

the time, or short term for vacationers. Like Airbnb style. Both options will generate 

(depending location) between 8-12% annual ROI based on the total price of your 

apartment, plus capital gain. This is a great option for investors that are using a Bank 

loan as long as you cover the 30% down payment you can take care of the rest 70% on 

instalment payments for 24 or 36 months.  

Once that you receive your apartment and start generating monthly income from your 

renters you will use that money to pay the mortgage. Basically it will pay by itself. we 

will briefly talk about what the Condo-hotel system is, which in recent years has had a 

great reduction thanks to platforms such as Airbnb, for example. 

The Hotel Condo system is a system that companies with extensive experience in 

Hospitality and tourism have created to rent your property when you are not physically 

there. This happens a lot when people buy a property not to live in it, it is what was 

previously called the vacation home. In years past those houses or apartments were 

empty for several months and were only used for vacation or to lend to friends and 

family. And the property acquired a normal capital gain over the years.  

Now thanks to Airbnb and companies that offer the hotel condo system, you not only 

acquire that surplus value over the years. Now you too can compete against the big 

Hotels and get an extra income renting your property when you don't use your property.  



 

Some of the advantages are:  

-You will have a staff that will make reservations for you  

-You will have people who are in charge of receiving and welcoming your guest -You 

will have a cleaning team that will keep your apartment to the maximum and will 

always be presentable.  

-The condo-hotel administration company will be in charge of paying for services such 

as water, electricity, internet, property, etc.  

-You will receive your monthly income reports and you will receive your deposits 

 The percentage of return on investment that you will receive varies basically in the 

location of your property, the size of your property, the amenities that your property 

offers such as a swimming pool, gym, etc.  

Here in the Riviera Maya it varies between 8% and 13% annually of the total cost of your 

property.  

When you buy a condo or apartment be sure to ask if it has a hotel management or is 

free administration. If it is free administration you can get an external administrator or 

you can even put it on Airbnb on your own or even rent it for the long term. The condo 

hotel management system is an excellent form of investment. But even better for those 

people who use a mortgage credit since with the income you receive you can pay the 

mortgage and finish paying your property faster, without “tightening the belt” as we say 

in Mexico.  



 

Chapter #6  

Finding the perfect unit for you  

What is the perfect apartment for you, your family and guests? If you are looking for a 

unit for you and your family, the best option is the two or three bedroom apartment. 

You can find something according to your own taste and best location for you. But, if 

you want an apartment as investment, we recommend Studios or one bedroom 

apartments. This is because these kinds of units are easier to rent. Think about this for a 

second. A family of four can travel just when the kids are not going to the school. On the 

other hand friends, couples, digital nomads or lonely travelers can vacation any time of 

the year. There are more and more millennials working remotely that are desperately 

looking for this kind of unit. There are many variables, depending your budget, apt size, 

location, amenities, etc.  This is why I hardly recommend you to schedule a quick free 

consultation with me over the phone or What’sApp here. 

https://livethetulumdream.com/contacto/
https://livethetulumdream.com/contacto/


 

 

Lock Off System:  

With the boom of Airbnb, there is a new type of apartments that are having great 

success. The lock off is an apartment that has two or three bedrooms with a separate 

entrance, that means that you can make more money by renting one single apartment to 

3 different people or couples and they won't even see each other! This is genius!  

The amenities are very important to make your guest feel like home. Some of the most 

common amenities in the Riviera Maya are;  

- Infinity Pool  

- Yoga area  

- Gym 

- Laundry in the building or apt.  

- Terrace  

- BBQ area  

- Coworking spaces  

- Bar  

- Bicycles  

- Temazcal (A temazcal is a type of low heat sweat lodge, which originated with 



pre-Hispanic Indigenous)  

- Wifi  

Buying on Presale;  

We recommend to a lot of our clients that if they really want to find a good deal, it is on 

the Presale stage of the construction. I understand that some investors want to see in 

person their property and that’s OK. But if you want to have even better deals, it's better 

in the “Friends and Family” stage of the construction. This is when the developers offer 

better discounts, plus you can pick better units (better views and location) since it is a 

brand new product. You will make faster and more money with the presale 

stage! Although buying in presale could seem like an unreliable decision, the reality is 

that it is one of the best options for investors because all its advantages represent an 

economic benefit in the short, medium and long term.  

From the initial savings to take advantage of promotions projects, even the opportunity             

to be present in the construction process of the property; There is no doubt that buying                

in presale is the key to invest well in such a profitable sector like real estate. Buying on  

presale will give you more months to take your time and pay slowly.  If the 

money is not an issue for you then you can wait until the last stage of the 

construction and see the final product.  

Another advantage of the real estate sector in the face of crises is that it is adaptable to 

the budget. Real estate agencies, for example, have different financing plans in the 

short, medium and long term, there are even real estate agencies that offer preferential 

prices paying in cash or buying in pre-sale offering up to 36 months without interest. 

 

Foreigners can get a bank loan in Mexico?  

Yeah, it's actually a pretty easy process.  You can be approved for a Real Estate loan in 

Mexico in a few days. If you need more information about it click here!  

Chapter 7  

Where to invest in the Riviera Maya  

OK, so far we covered why you should invest in a property in Mexico, also what kind of 

business model, and how you can purchase a property in Mexico. Now it is time to 



learn everything you need to know, to buy a property in Mexico! Location, location, 

location… is one of the most important aspects of buying any kind of Real Estate. The 

best news is that it is a fairly simple process! We are focused in two specific locations. 

Whether you are a first-time buyer, retire or move out, there are many things to know 
and do when shopping in Mexico. The first thing you have to think about is where you 
want to get your property and the differences between one place and another. 

 

 
 

 

Playa del Carmen  

 

THE #1 DESTINATION IN MEXICO  

You're going to love Playa del Carmen… everyone does. It's a beautiful, quiet vacation 

paradise 45 minutes down the coast from the crowded Cancun scene in Mexico. And 45 

min from Tulum, it’s exactly in the middle between Cancun and Tulum, making PDC a 

privileged spot. Playa del Carmen is known mainly for white sand beaches, turquoise 

waters, and a laid back bohemian vibe. Not too long ago it was a fishing village but has 

now become the #2 destination in Mexico.  

THINGS TO DO AND SEE  



There are so many fun things to do. The famous 5th avenue is a pedestrian walkway that 

runs through town and is lined with shops, restaurants, bars and palm trees with 

twinkly lights. 

Right off the coast, you will find the Meso-American Barrier Reef, the second longest 

coral reef in the world. It is a wonderland for snorkelers and scuba divers alike. Don't 

forget the fascinating Mayan archaeological sites. The people and the culture are sure 

to intrigue you. https://www.playadelcarmen.com/  

) ) 

 
 

Playa del Carmen will offer a great Return of Investment. The reason is 

because there are more tourists since there are more services, like banks, schools, 

hospitals, fine dine restaurants, golf, etc There are more accion happening here. Here is 

a map of Playa del Carmen, it's basically divided in two sections. Section A in Red is 

the turistic side full of restaurants, shops, malls, 5a Ave, etc. You can walk or bike 

everywhere.  This is the area you want to invest in if you want to use your property to 

create income through your rentals. You want that your renters are in the middle of the 

action and close to Walmart, Restaurants and the beach. 

 



Section B on Green is a great location if you are looking to live in PDC or rent your                   

apartment for the long term. This area is a little bit more quiet and family friendly, with                 

schools, movie theaters, hospitals, and is more affordable because it's farther from the             

beach. 

 

 

Why investing in PDC? Because all the services and easy access everywhere. From here you can 

go to Cenotes and Cozumel. You will get a great ROI because we have a lot of local tourism all 

the time, great restaurants and attractions like Xcaret and other theme parks, full of bars and 

fun. Investment opportunities in PDC are a little bit cheaper than Tulum. Perfect place to 

practice snorkel and Scuba Dive.  

In PDC your apartment will stay rented more weeks a year because of the huge demand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TULUM  

 

 

Tulum is a city on the Caribbean coast of Mexico, on the Yucatan Peninsula. It is known 

for its well-preserved ruins of an ancient Mayan port. The main building is a large stone 

structure called El Castillo, which stands on top of a rocky cliff, over white sandy 

beaches and the turquoise sea. Near the ruins, is the Tulum National Park, a coastal area 

with mangroves and cenotes (See what a Cenote is by clicking here). Tulum with only 

73,000 inhabitants, which continues to be a magical place with excellent opportunities 

for expansion.  

On this map below you can see the future of Tulum, so far just Aldea Zama (in grey 

color) has been built. In the next 5-10 years it will look like this. Having an international 

eco-school, art galleries, parks, wellness center and a lot more but always keeping, must 

of nature and respecting the jungle. This is the area where you want to invest. To have 

an idea it will take you 5-7min by bike to go to the beach from Aldea Zama. 



 

 

Tulum will give you better Capital Gain over time  

And the difference is because there are less people in Tulum and less services, but it's 

beautiful!. Most people visiting tulum or living in Tulum are Canadians or Europeans. 

So, still a great location to invest your apartment in Tulum could be rented less weeks 

a year than PDC but at a better price. Since Tulum is the #1 destination in Mexico, the 

price per night is higher. Tulum is where everyone wants to be but not everyone can 

afford. Is the VIP area of Mexico.  

Tulum like Playa del Carmen was 10 years ago. Meaning that the value of your property 

will increase considerably in the next few years. Generating better capital gain. Another 

The advantage of Tulum is that it's better planned, the government has decided to keep 

more of the green jungle creating a better ecosystem. Focusing more on people who 

appreciate nature and wellness. So, depends on looking more like a small city feeling 

with all services and fun PDC it's for you, or If you are more into nature, finding yourself 

and wellness Tulum will be here for you.  

 



 

Regardless of where you want to buy, from Cancun, Playa del Carmen or Tulum the 

opportunities to buy in Mexico are endless and very good decisions. Although 

English is easily spoken throughout the region, being able to speak Spanish fluently 

or have a Professional on your side who can do it is a great help.  

Tulum still growing, so far Aldea Zama is the best area to invest but also the most 

expensive and “americanized”. La Veleta, Region 15 or Downton Tulum offers great 



opportunities now but some streets are not paved, when it rains get a bit messy but if 

you don’t mind being close to the jungle and nature you can get better prices. In 

Tulum somehow you need some kind of transportation (bike, scooter or car) to get to 

the beautiful beach. See below the Tulum map. Aldea Zama in red color, Region 15 

on Green, La Veleta y Holistica in Blue, Downtown Tulum in Maroon and in 

Turquoise color Ave. Coba, the only access so far to the beach. There are a few really 

good opportunities there because it is the closest to the beach and the Ruins! 

 

The process of purchasing a property in the Riviera Maya  

OK, that's where my work as a qualified and experienced real estate consultant comes in 

handy! You need someone who knows the local areas and real estate market. We know 

the neighborhoods, the developers with good and bad reputation, the amenities, tourist 

areas, property values, prices and locations that will give you a better Return on 

Investment.  

We have the latest listings and we will help you find your dream of a home. 

From simple to sophisticated, from affordable to luxurious and from the beach to 

investment. We will help evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of each available 

property. Our experience in selling properties in Mexico makes us experts in current 

property values. We will be by your side for each step of the purchase process in Mexico, 

making sure that all documents are prepared and filed with precision. We know the 



financing options and will guide you through the process. Even if you need a mortgage 

loan we can guide you with the best companies that will help you obtain it from a simple 

way. From searching for properties to making an offer or making a purchase until 

closing. Our job at the same time is to fight for you the best price and the best unit 

available.  

In summary you need to follow this easy steps expand your Real Estate portfolio in the 

Riviera Maya:  

1- The first step is to find out what kind of investment you are looking for (to live or                   

to Rent it out), the right location for you, budget, are you using a loan credit or                 

your own savings, on pre-sale (to get better deals) or ready to deliver, etc.  

2- The second step is when we start working for you finding the best deals for you 

based on that information. We’ll start sending you emails with options and 

properties information.  

3- Your agent will send you pics, videos and anything you need to have a better 

picture of your future property.  

If it’s ready to deliver you can come and see the property by yourself, and close 

the deal in person. If it's a presale normally you don't need to come and see unless 

you want to see a piece of land or want to take a short vacation (nice excuse ;-)  

4- If you are living abroad, all this will be sent to you via email. Once that you see                   

something you love. You can “Reserve” the property with usually $5,000 USD            

100% refundable without any penalties, for 15 days.  

5- During that time we will send you all the paperwork and contracts that you can                

review with your lawyers or people of trust. If there is something you don’t like,               

the developer will send you back that retainer, intact.  

If you agreed with the documents then you submit the 30% of the property value on a 

bank transfer, and that’s it!  

6- Felicidades! You are a proud owner of an amazing property vacation in the 

Riviera Maya! Your family will be super proud and your friends super jealous! - 

After that your agent will keep sending you updates every month, videos and 

photos of your apt.  

At the point where the building and your apt is ready to occupy, you already will be 

making money and ready to rent it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

So, what are you waiting for? If you have any questions regarding this guide or how you 

can become a proud owner of a property in Playa del Carmen or Tulum, let me know. 

Contact me to give you free consultation and start making this dream come true! Just 

click here 

 

https://livethetulumdream.com/contacto/
https://livethetulumdream.com/contacto/


 

 

 

Alberto Amador  

Certified Real Estate Broker in NYC and Mexico 

 Email  

livethetulumdream@gmail.com 

Tel. +52 984-252-9370  

Instagram @livethetulumdream 

Facebook: Live The Tulum Dream 

YouTube Live The Tulum Dream 


